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PRESIDENT’S CORNER – 

A MESSAGE FROM RON MILLER

The last few months have been

dominated by the healthcare reform

debate in Congress.  H.R. 4872 

(Health Care and Education

Reconciliation Act of 2010) and H.R. 3590 (Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act) were passed in Congress by partisan vote and signed into law by the President.  NARFE National did not take a position on these bills; however, many members were dismayed that National did not oppose the bills because of their negative impact on Medicare recipients – which is most of us. According to Defend Your Healthcare for example, in the first two years, these bills call for dramatic cuts in Medicare dialysis treatment, home care, hospice care and Medicare reimbursements to physicians, hospitals and nursing homes.  Regrettably, this is only the beginning.

If that isn’t enough, the President has appointed an 18-member Deficit Reduction Commission.  Essentially, this Commission will do the work that Congress should be doing.  However, when the Commission completes its report and sends it to the President in December 2010 – after the November election -- it will give Congress someone to pin the blame on and something to hide behind.  Whatever the result, it is bound to be unpopular with mainstream America and especially with retirees.  Watch out folks! Social Security, Medicare, and possibly even our annuities could be impacted.  Almost certainly, the Commission will recommend a nation-wide value added tax (VAT) to help bring down the deficit.  Such action will dramatically increase the cost of all goods and services.        

The above two paragraphs lead me into the next topic: NARFE’s Grass-Roots Advocacy Month, August 1 – September 7, 2010. NARFE members are facing monumental economic, health care and taxation concerns that we must bring to the attention of all candidates – national and state -- before the mid-term May 4 primary and November 2, 2010 general election.    

Action requested of Chapter 1420 Members:  During this lengthy summer recess, schedule meetings and/or contact incumbents and challengers with the objective of advancing NARFE’s legislative agenda.  We support candidates who support NARFE.  Here are some suggestions for conducting meetings with the candidates or their staffs that have been employed successfully in the past: Visit candidates’ offices or campaign headquarters; attend or schedule town hall meetings; invite candidates to chapter meetings; schedule multi-chapter candidate forums; plan coffee or breakfast meetings.

We have much to lose if we don’t take an active role in the upcoming mid-term elections.

I hope to see many of you at the Federation convention in Greensboro in early May.  Thanks.    

*********************************************************

NEW MEMBER:  Chapter 1420 warmly welcomes  new member J.T. Campbell of Maggie Valley.  We are very pleased to have you as a member.  

*********************************************************

In Memoriam:  We are saddened to report the passing of Chapter 1420 members Octavia Hampton of Candler, William Pulis of Waynesville, and Rober Shutt of Franklin.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of Octavia, William, and Rober.

**********************************************************
                          50/50 RAFFLE

If you received this newsletter by mail, tickets for the 50/50 raffle to be held at the August 28 picnic meeting are enclosed.  If you can’t attend the meeting/picnic but want to participate in the raffle, print your name on the back of each ticket and send your money along with the tickets to Hardy Noland.  If you received this newsletter by email and want to participate in the raffle, please send your money directly to Hardy.  He will ensure raffle tickets are endorsed with your name and included in the drawing.  The cost of the tickets is $1.00 each or six for $5.00.  Half of the money donated will go to Alzheimer’s Research and half to the lucky winner.  Hardy Noland’s address is: 326 Hodges Drive, Waynesville, NC 28786.  Tickets will also be available for purchase at the August 28 meeting. 

****************************************************************
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From Chapter Treasurer Inez Angus.

Monthly Report for the period 
2/27/2010 – 3/26/2010

Balance on Hand as of 2/26/2010:          $5,709.94

 Receipts:

     Dues


$120.00
     UNCOLA


        .00           

     Birthdays/Anniversaries               .00

     Interest  

                    2.58

     Auction Fund Raiser                     .00

     Meals


         .00       

    Alzheimer’s Contributions             .00
    50/50 Raffle
                    
         .00          

  Total Receipts:
               $ 122.58

Total to be Accounted For: 

   $5,832.52

Disbursements:

     Postage/Printing                          $   .00

     Program Expense     
        17.14

     Meals Paid
                                       .00

     NCNARFE Booster/Gift                100.00

     50/50 Raffle Winner                            .00

    Alzheimer’s Research
              .00

Total Disbursements:

      $117.14

Balance on Hand as of 3/26/2010:              $5,715.38


Balance in Checking Account:

      $1,960.31

Balance in Money Market
  
      $3,755.07

***************************************************************

                         2010 UNCOLAS

As you know, there will be no COLA paid to federal retirees in 2010. Therefore, our chapter will not ask for our traditional voluntary COLA contribution from members.  However, in lieu of the COLA, we are suggesting that each member donate an UNCOLA in 2010.  The suggested voluntary UNCOLA donation is $10.00.  Please make your donation to Treasurer Inez Angus. P.O. Box 1347, Clyde, NC 28721

**************************************************************    

The following is an excerpt from an article appearing in the Manhattan-Bronx Chapter 23 Newsletter.

BEWARE OF ADS ON FREE CREDIT REPORTS

The Federal Trade Commission reports that even though many providers use such terms as “Free” and “Credit Report” in their ads, they actually sell services such as credit monitoring.  To get your free reports, use only the official site: www.annualcreditreport.com.  Be careful not to click on a paid product or service if you don’t want it.

***************************************************************   

         Upcoming Meetings and Programs:
April 24: Monthly Chapter Business Meeting at the Lambuth Inn, Seville Room, Lake Junaluska. Linda Lauzon of Community Education for Park Ridge Hospital will present the program. 12 noon.

May 4: North Carolina mid-term Primary Election from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m..  Don’t forget to vote at your designated polling place!

May 5-7:  54th Annual NARFE NC State Convention at the Embassy Suites in Greensboro. Registration and issuing of Credentials begin at 10:30 a.m. on May 5.

May 22: Monthly Chapter Business Meeting at the Holiday Inn in Cherokee.  Don Bunn will present the program on the “Road to Nowhere”.  12 noon.

June 26: Monthly Chapter Business Meeting to be held at either the Jarrett House in Dillsboro or the Lake Junaluska Shoney’s. Stay tuned.  Program TBD. 12 noon.

July 8: Quarterly Chapter Executive Board Meeting at the Haywood County Offices Building on Russ Avenue.  2 p.m.

 . 

**************************************************************************

MEET YOUR CHAPTER OFFICERS

MARGARET MCGIRT

TELEPHONE COMMITTEE CHAIR

I consider myself as a NARFE

step-child as my husband was the

federal employee.  My husband,

John and I returned to Western

North Carolina in 1990 following

his retirement from the area field

office of the US Department of Agriculture in Salt Lake City, Utah.  We were transferred to the Salt Lake office following the closure of the Eastern office in Asheville in 1975.  I was a native of Haywood County and following John’s retirement, we settled here.  We were first introduced to NARFE by my first cousin, Hardy Noland [Chapter 1420’s current Alzheimer’s Chair].  At our first meeting, I became reacquainted with many people I had known during my youth.  The only one still living, beside Hardy, is Carmen Plott, who is now a resident of Silver Bluff Nursing Home.

During my career, I was employed as a licensed social worker.  I spent 15 years as a child welfare worker in Buncombe County; five years as a child welfare supervisor in Henderson County and 14 years with the Utah court system.  I resigned my position as pre-trial service supervisor to return to WNC following my husband’s retirement.  I then accepted a position with Haywood County Department of Social Services as an adult service worker for adults in placement for whom the department was legal guardian of or payee for.  I resigned there in 1995 and then worked part time for four years at Haywood Regional Medical Center as social worker in the restorative care unit.

I attended the local schools in Haywood County and graduated from Waynesville Township High School in 1952; then to Greensboro College where I earned an AB degree.  My graduate studies were completed at the University of North Carolina; the University of Colorado and the University of Utah.

I have been active in NARFE since joining in 1990 and am a life member.  At this time, I am chair for the telephone committee and serve as publisher for the newsletter, a temporary slot I agreed to fill following the death of Frances White in 1996.  I believe NARFE could increase their membership if a reduced membership fee were available to spouses.  Many of the most dedicated workers in Chapter 1420 have been spouses.

Currently in addition to NARFE, I am a member of the administrative council of Crabtree United Methodist Church and am semi-active in United Daughters of the Confederacy, Daughters of the American Revolution, Daughters of the American Colonists, and Western NC Civil War Roundtable.                       

***************************************************************
CONTACT YOUR ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES:






Chapter Presi Chapter President		   Treasurer			  Public Relations Chair		Newsletter Editor


Ron Miller (828) 926-9794	   Inez Angus (828) 626-1331		  Doris Burrell (828) 648-2988		Vacant


� HYPERLINK "mailto:RMiller@charter.net" ��RMiller555@charter.net�	   � HYPERLINK "mailto:inezanez@aol.com" ��inezanez@aol.com�			  � HYPERLINK "mailto:n4ztp@bellsouth.net" ��n4ztp@bellsouth.net�			





First Vice President		   Immediate Past President/Service Officer	  Telephone Committee Chair		 Chaplain


Gwilli Gerichek (828) 627-0919	   Clarence Burrell (828) 648-2988	  Margaret McGirt (828) 456-4941 	 Kitty Crain (828) 926-0264


� HYPERLINK "mailto:gggclyde@charter.net" ��gggclyde@charter.net�		    � HYPERLINK "mailto:n4ztp@bellsouth.net" ��n4ztp@bellsouth.net�						 � HYPERLINK "mailto:kittycrain@aol.com" ��kittycrain@aol.com�


							  Sunshine Committee Chair


Second Vice President/Programs	     Membership Officer		  Sam Crain (828) 926-0264


Virginia Medford (828) 456-5202     Ed Fox (828) 456-5251		  � HYPERLINK "mailto:samcrainjr@aol.com" ��samcrainjr@aol.com�


			     � HYPERLINK "mailto:edjofox@dnet.net" ��edjofox@dnet.net�


Secretary							  Alzheimer’s Committee Chair


Luci Swanson (828) 369-8922	     Legislative Officer			  Hardy Noland (828) 456-3532


� HYPERLINK "mailto:luciswanson@verizon.net" ��luciswanson@verizon.net�	     Don Bunn (828) 497-7839


			     � HYPERLINK "mailto:dbunn@dnet.net" ��dbunn@dnet.net�
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Senator Kay Hagan


B40A Dirksen Office Bldg.


Washington, DC 20510-3301


Tel: (202) 224-6342


Fax: (202) 228-2563


� HYPERLINK "http://www.hagan.senate.gov" ��www.hagan.senate.gov�


Raleigh: 310 New Bern Ave.


Suite 122


Raleigh, NC 27601


Tel: (919) 856-4630


Fax: (919) 856-4053





Senator Richard Burr


217 Russell Senate Office Bldg.


Washington, DC 20510-3306


Tel: (202) 224-3154


Fax: (202) 228-2981


� HYPERLINK "http://www.burr.senate.gov" ��www.burr.senate.gov�


Asheville: 151 Patton Ave.


Suite 204


Asheville, NC 28801


Tel: (828) 350-2437


Fax: (828) 350-2439








Rep. Heath Shuler  (NC-11)


422 Cannon House Office Bldg.


Washington, DC 20515-3311


Tel: (202) 6401


Fax: (202) 226-6422


� HYPERLINK "http://www.shuler.house.gov" ��www.shuler.house.gov�


Asheville: 356 Biltmore Ave.


Suite 400


Asheville, NC 28801


Tel: (828) 252-1651


Fax: (828) 252-8734








NC Sen. Joe Sam Queen


District 47


16 W. Jones St. Rm 1117


Raleigh, NC 27601-2808


(919) 733-3460


� HYPERLINK "mailto:joe.queen@ncleg.net" ��joe.queen@ncleg.net�


Waynesville: 71 Pigeon St.


Waynesville, NC 28786


(828) 452-1688





NC Sen. John J. Snow, Jr.


District 50


16 W. Jones St. Rm 2111


Raleigh, NC 27601-2808


(919) 733-5875


� HYPERLINK "mailto:john.snow@ncleg.net" ��john.snow@ncleg.net�


Murphy: 105 Van Horn St.


Murphy, NC 28906


(828) 837-5052 





Gov. Bev Perdue


20301 Mail Service Center


Raleigh, NC 27699-0301


Tel: (919) 733-4240


Fax: (919) 733-2120


� HYPERLINK "http://www.governor.state.nc.us" ��www.governor.state.nc.us�


Asheville: 300 Haywood Bldg.


46 Haywood St. Suite 337


Asheville, NC 28801-1512


Tel: (828) 251-6160


Fax: (828) 251-6162











Rep. Ray Rapp


District 118


16 W. Jones St.


Raleigh, NC 27601-1096


Tel: (919) 733-5732


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Rayrapp@ncleg.net" ��Rayrapp@ncleg.net�


Mars Hill: 133 Quail Ridge Rd.


Mars Hill, NC 28754


(828) 689-2214





Rep. R. Phillip Haire


District 119


300 N. Salisbury St. Room 639


Raleigh, NC 27603-5925


Tel: (919) 715-3005


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Philip.haire@ncleg.net" ��Philip.haire@ncleg.net�


Sylva: P.O. Box 727


Sylva, NC 28779


(828) 586-1771





Rep. Roger West


District 120


16 W. Jones St., Room 1004


Raleigh, NC 27601-1096


Tel: (919) 733-5859


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Roger.west@ncleg.net" ��Roger.west@ncleg.net�


Marble: P.O. Box 160


Marble, NC 28905


Tel: (828) 837-5246
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Chapter Executive Board Meeting on April 8, 2010.  Clockwise from top: Ron Miller, President; Gwilli Gerichek, First VP; Doris Burrell, Publicity Chair; Clarence Burrell, Service Officer; Ed Fox, Membership Chair; Hardy Noland , Alzheimer’s Chair; Virginia Medford, Second VP; Don Bunn, Chapter Legislative Officer.  Some board members are not pictured.
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